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“Fa”en man is not simplg an imPerFect creature who
needs imProvcmcntz he is a rebel who must lay down his
arms... ] his is what (Christians call repentance. [t means
unleaming all the self-conceit and self-will that we have
been training ourselves into for thousands of years. [t

means ki”ing a part oFgoursel]C, unclergoing a kind of
death.”

-C.5. | ewis, Mere C/Sr/'stlian/fy

Warm UP

I heard a teacher once say that whenever the grace of God is
preached or taught, some of the listeners may misunderstand.
They may be tempted to think, “Well, if I am saved by God’s
grace then it does not matter how much I sin because God will just
keep forgiving me.” It seems that Paul anticipated this same
reaction among the Roman Christians to whom he was writing.
Therefore, in chapter 6 he describes the attitude towards sin of
those justified by faith in Jesus Christ. The Christian believer is
still going to sin. But he or she is no longer under the power of
sin. This section expands upon the truth the Lord Jesus stated for
those who give themselves to Him: “whoever loses his life for me
will find it.”

Getting |nto the Word

Briefly review Romans chapter 5 and the Romans study
lesson #4. Recalling what Paul says in Romans chapter 5, read
carefully Romans chapter 6. Note the many contrasts he makes as
he describes this new life freed from the slavery of sin: burial/
resurrection, death/life, law/grace, slavery/freedom, wages/gift.

Further T}'\ouglﬁts

Write down any questions you have regarding this lesson.

Fragcr Corner

If you have specific prayer concerns, please feel free to list them.
Our staff will pray for you and the matters you mention at our
weekly prayer meeting.




List some of the blessings of being freed from sin and
controlled by Jesus (Romans 6:16, 19, and 22).

Look at the verses of Romans 5, 6, 7, and 8. Paul repeats the
phrase “Christ Jesus our Lord.” What does it mean personally
for you to have Jesus Christ as both Savior and Lord (that is,
ruler) of your life?

Digging DeePer

Look at a couple of commentaries on Romans 7. It will help
prepare the way for understanding chapter 8, Paul’s description of
how the Holy Spirit helps us live this new life in Christ. Make
notes from your reading below.

A key thought in this chapter is that the believer in Christ has
died to sin. This is not something the person does, but rather has
been done to them. Romans 6:6 says that believers united with
Christ in His death have their old selves crucified. This is a legal
death, a death to the penalty of sin.

Wise Words

“It is impossible to be neutral. Every person has a master - either
God or sin. A Christian is not someone who cannot sin, but
someone who is no longer a slave to sin. He or she belongs to
God.”

- Life Application Bible, p. 2038

“In the modern church, understanding the rite of baptism has gone
through many changes and has been the subject of numerous
debates. But it should be remembered that for the early Christians
who came from either a Jewish background or involvement with
pagan religions which had their own initiation ceremonies, the act
of baptism was a serious step taken by a convinced adult to declare
his allegiance to Christ whatever the cost and, also, to announce
the termination of his old life and the initiation of the new.”

- Stuart Briscoe

A chs’cion to Ponder: Who Keigns inYour| ife?

If you are living in deliberate rebellion to what you know to be
God’s Will for your life, then you are dying - physically and
spiritually. Death reigns.

But if you choose to trust what God has accomplished for you
in Christ’s death and resurrection and surrender to Him, then
grace will reign. And eternal life will be the end result. This
is God’s gift to you.

- John Allen Chalk




“We should constantlg be reminding ourselves who we
are. We need to learn to ask ourselves questions: Don’t
you know the meaning, oFfjour conversion and baPtism?
Dor't you know that you have been united to Christ in
his death and resurrection? Don’t you know that you
have been enslaved to Gocl and have committed goursel]c

to [is obedience? ... We must go on Pressing ourselves

with such questions until we replg to ourselves: “Yes, | do

know who ] am, a new person in C]’zris‘c, and bg the grace
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of (God | shall live accorclingly.
~ John RW Stott

Reflection Questions

4.

Romans chapter 6 teaches that a person justified by faith (and
thus living under God’s grace) is free to keep on sinning.
True False

Paul says that when, through faith in Jesus, we are baptized,
we are connected to both Christ’s
and (Romans 6:3-5).

When we are united with Christ in his death, our old self is
with Christ and we are freed
from (Romans 6:6-7).

When you enjoy the blessings of salvation in Christ, then sin

is no longer your because you no

longer live under
but (Romans 6:14).

Paul says that Christians can live with Christ because they
have with Him (Romans 6:8).

There is an irony to the Christian life, as Romans 6:18
explains. We have been set free from

and now are a slave to

Romans 6:23 states that the wages of sin is
but the gift of God is

Discussion Questions

Describe how our baptism is like both a funeral and a

resurrection.

2. What are the damaging results of being a slave to sin (Romans

6:16, 21, and 23)?




