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“Gospel means ‘gooc{ news. But one thing we must
alwags remember: before we can aclcquatclg under-
stand the goo& news, we must grasp first the bad
news. | hen the wonder of the message oxcgrace is

seenin all its fullhess and glorg.”

- Stuart Priscoe

]:urther Thoughts

Write down any questions you have regarding this lesson.

Warm UP

You have probably heard someone say, “Well, I've got
good news and bad news.” When someone says that to me |
will reply, “Tell me the bad news first, then the good news.”
That is what Paul does in this first section. The first two
chapters are filled with a few difficult words. Also, they are
bursting with an honest look at the human condition - it is
not favorable.

But let me encourage you to hang in there. If you keep
prayerfully reading, and get past the bad news, you are about
to discover the greatest news of all.

Getting Into the Word

Read Romans 1:1-32.

Note how Paul begins his letter by describing the sinful
nature of man. Yet, God has not left mankind without hope.
He has a plan, which He begins to describe in Romans 1:16-
17, and elaborates upon in Romans 4 and 5.

Frager Comer

If you have specific prayer concerns, please feel free to list
them. Our staff will pray for you and the matters you
mention at our weekly prayer meeting.




“The Gospel is for uncleserviﬂg sinners. That’s ch Word: “GOSPC!”

what makes it such goo& news. ]t’s for those who

know th63 can’t reach up to God on their religious The word “gospel” is found more than 75 times in the

own, for those who are even a little bit desperate. New Testament. It refers to the good news that God in

The Gospelis not religion. The Gospel is Jesus Christ has provided a way to salvation that is open to

all.
Clnristianitg ~faith in and commitment to a person -

Jesus Christ”

- New Bible Dictionary, p. 436

Digging DeePer Wlﬁat is the Gospcl?

Carefully read Ephesians 2:1-9. Note any similarities . The power to save lost men who believe.
between these nine verses and Romans 1. 2. ltis for everyone.
. It comes from the sacrificial death of Jesus, providing
the only bridge between a holy God and sinful men.
. It is personal. Because of what Jesus has done for
you, you can be right with God. You can reach God

“Romans 1:18-%:20 c!epicts man as he appears in

the Iight of the Cross. ]t is not a clescriPtion of

speciallg bad men only, but the innermost truth

about all of us, as we are in ourselves.”

-CI.B. Cranfield




Refection Questions

Romans 1:6 says that believers have the greatest

privilege of belonging to

. Paul describes two blessings of being Christians in
Romans 1:7. We are loved

and called to Dbe

. In Romans 1:16, Paul says that the Gospel is the
of God for the salvation of

everyone who believes.

. According to Romans 1:17, how do we receive this
righteousness (right standing) from God? By

. In Romans 1:18, Paul says the wrath of God is being
revealed from heaven against

. List at least three things godless people do (Romans
1:21-22):

. When people ignore God they do at least two things, as
Romans 1:25 describes:  They exchange truth for
and they

worship instead of the

Discussion (Questions

1.

How do you think man’s view of being righteous differs
from receiving righteousness from God?

2. According to Romans 1:19-20, why do we not have an

excuse before God?

3. What is your reaction to God’s response to sinful man, as

described in Romans 1:18-327?




